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Walsingham (of all people !) had ' no need of sources ', that the Latin
chronicles were written ' for the most part by monks ', that ' none of the
crude attempts at chronicling in the thirteenth or fourteenth centuries can
bear comparison with the distinguished history ' of Froissart. Froissart's
Valenciennes was then a town in the ' Belgian province of Hainault',
and also a'grand ville'. Yet Froissart was a 'Fleming'(p. 11). Therou-
anne is written ' Tourenne ' (p. 15). We may set it down to the printer
that Chandos Herald's Black Prince was written in ' about 1835 ' instead
of ' about 1385 '. It is certain that Froissart copied Chandos Herald,
especially as regards the campaign of Najera. T. F. T.

The Chetham Society has done well to undertake the publication of
the second volume of the Coucher Book of Furness Abbey (Brit. Mus.,
Add. MS. 33,244), the first part of which, edited by Mr. John Brownbill,
appears as vol. 74 of the publications of the Chetham Society, new series
(1915). The companion volume is in the Public Record Office (Duchy
of Lancaster Misc. Books, vol. 3) and was printed for the same society
in 1886—8. This one, after being in private possession since the first
half of the eighteenth century, passed as one of the duke of Hamilton's
MSS. in 1882 to Berlin, but was bought back five years later by the trustees
of the British Museum. The cost of transcribing and publishing it has
been borne by Dr. William Farcer. Like its companion volume, it is
the work of John Stell, monk of Furness, and was executed by him in
1412. This part contains the table of contents of the whole volume
and the Lancashire and Westmorland charters, the charters relating to
places in Cumberland, Yorkshire, and Lincolnshire being reserved for
the second part. The editor has, very properly, made use of the original
charters where these are still extant among the Duchy of Lancaster
Ancient Deeds or elsewhere, and has thus been able in many cases to
supply in full the lists of witnesses which are curtailed in the chartulary,
and he has also included certain ancient deeds, principally relating to
Heysham, found among the records of the duchy of Lancaster but not
contained in the chartulary. The deeds have all been approximately
dated, a practice that might be followed with advantage by all editors
of chartularies: the bulk of them belong to the thirteenth century and
are of not more than local interest, but exception must be made in favour
of the Lancaster deeds : on pp. 198-9 there are interesting quit-claims
of a tenement made simultaneously in the ' burmansmote ' of Lancaster
and the abbot's court or wapentake of Dalton. A feature of the volume
is its heraldic drawings : the heraldry is, of course, of the early fifteenth
century, but is none the less of value, and the coats of arms might, with
advantage, be separately indexed in the second part of the publication.

H? H. E. C.

Attention may be called to the ' Contributions to the History of Euro-
pean Travel' which Mr. Malcolm Letts has put together, chiefly from
manuscripts in the British Museum and elsewhere, and printed in the
pages of Notes and Queries. The journals used are those (1) of the chap-
lain of Piero Contarini, Venetian ambassador to England, 1617-18 (from
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Rawdon Brown's MS. translation of the Italian, now at the Public Record
Office),—published in the number for 22 January ; (2) of Sir George
(afterwards Viscount) Chaworth, going to the Netherlands in 1621 (this
had been already printed from the Losely MS. in 1836),—5 February; (3)
of Lady Catherine Whetenall, from Brussels to Italy, in 1649-60 (from
the Add. MS. 4217),—19 February ; (4) of Bartholomaus Khevenhuller,
in Europe and the East, 1555-62 (from Czerwenka's work published in
1867),—4 March ; (5) of F. Mortoft, in France and Italy, in 1658-9 (from
the Sloane MS. 2142),—18 March ; (6) of Richard Chiswell, in Holland,
Germany, and Italy, in 1697 (from the Add. MS. 10623),—1 April; and
(7) of Johann David Wunderer in Germany, Poland, and Scandinavia
(published in 1812),—15 April. Q.

Shivaji the Mardthd, his Life and Times, by Mr. H. G. Rawlinson
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1915), deals with undoubtedly the greatest figure
that has appeared amongst the Hindu princes of India since the connexion of
Europeans with that country began to assume definite importance. The
historian, Robert Or me, composed and printed a short History ofSevagi,
which is to be found in the Orme Collection in the India Office Library, but
which, probably, was never actually published. He concludes as follows:

Whensoever wo shall obtain a history of hiB life written in hia own country, he
will doubtless appear to have possessed the highest resources of stratagem joined to
undaunted courage, which, although equal to the encounter of any danger, always
preferred to surmount it by circumvention, which if impracticable no arm exceeded
his in open daring.

Orme felt instinctively that no foreigner could be in a position to obtain
an all-round view of such a many-sided character. To form an adequate
conception of this one needs to understand both the impression which
Sivaji (for so the name is spelled in the Imperial Gazetteer of India) pro-
duced upon his contemporaries and the influence of his achievements upon
succeeding generations of his countrymen. To the Muhammadans of his
time he was, at first, an object of indignation and contempt, which speedily
changed into terror and hatred; to the Hindus, at first an object of
astonishment, he quickly became the subject of passionate pride and
adoration which have lasted undiminished up to the present day. To
write an impartial biography of such a man is impossible, nor can any
biographer of Sivaji ever hope to find an impartial public. What is
possible is the task of the annalist, namely a record of the events and
occurrences in which Sivaji was concerned. Considered from this point
of view, Mr. Rawlinson's little book will be welcomed by general readers
interested in the history of India, as a clear account of the hero's life and
times. While making every allowance for the difficulty of his task, it is to be
regretted that the author should, now and then, permit himself such care-
lessness of expression as ' a double line of fortifications surrounded the hill-
top in two concentric rings with bastions at the corners' (p. 48). Sometimes
this habit leads to unguarded statements, of which there is a deplorable
instance on p. 52. It is very awkward also (see pp. 63, 64) to begin a sen-
tence with ' It is described by Fryer ' when the pronoun refers to a sub-
stantive separated from it by no less than four sentences. S. C. H.
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